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IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of 
claims in the application: 

USTING OF CLAIMS : 

1 . (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently amended) Th e m e thod of c l a i m 1, A method of 
identifying the edges of a document being scanned in a scanner, wherein the 
scanner includes an optical element having a focal plane, the method 
comprising: 

positioning a width detection backer simultaneously in the field of 

view of the optical element of the scanner and out of the focal plane of the 
optical element; 

positioning a portion of a document in the optical path between the 

optical element and the width detection backer: 

scanning the portion of the document with the optical element: and 

analyzing information from the scanning step to identify data 

indicative of an edge of the document: 

wherein the step of positioning a portion of the document in the 

optical path comprises spacing the document from the width detection 
backer. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the step of 
positioning a portion of the document in the optical path additionally 
comprises positioning the portion of the document substantially at the focal 
plane of the optical element. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 
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7. (Currently amended) A method of identifying the edges of a 
document being scanned in a scanner, wherein the scanner includes an 
optical element having a focal plane, the method comprising: 

positioning a width detection backer simultaneously in the field of 

view of the optical element of the scanner and out of the focal plane of the 
optical element; 

positioning a portion of a document in the optical path between the 

optical element and the width detection backer: 

wherein positioning a portion of a document in the optical path 

between the optical element and the width detection backer comprises 
holding the optical element stationary and piovino the document past the 
optical element along a document path; 

scanning the portion of the document with the optical element; 

wherein scanning the portion of the document comprises moving 

the document relative to the optical element: 

during the scanning step, holding the width detection backer 

stationary relative to the optical element: 

analyzing information from the scanning step to identify data 

indicative of an edge of the document; and 

_The m e thod of ol a im 6, addit i onally comprising tho stop of 

selectively positioning the width detection backer out of the field of view of the 
optical element. 
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8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein: 

the step of positioning a width detection backer simultaneously in 
the field of view of the optical element of the scanner and out of the focal 
plane of the optical element comprises rotating a structure containing the 
width detection backer about an axis that is positionally fixed relative to the 
optical element; and 

the step of positioning the width detection backer out of the field of 
view of the optical element comprises rotating the structure containing the 
width detection backer about the axis. 

9. (Cancelled) 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 811, wherein: 
the step of positioning a width detection backer simultaneously in 

the field of view of the optical element of the scanner and out of the focal 
plane of the optical element comprises rotating a structure containing the 
width detection backer about an axis that is positionally fixed relative to the 
optical element; and 

the step of positioning the width detection backer out of the field of 
view of the optical element comprises rotating the structure containing the 
width detection backer about the axis. 
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11. (Currently amended) A method of identifying the edges of a 
document being scanned in a scanner, wherein the scanner includes an 
optical element having a focal plane, the method comprising the steps of: 

positioning a width detection backer simultaneously in the field of 

view of the optical element of the scanner and out of the focal plane of the 
optical element; 

positioning a portion of a document in the optical oath between the 

optical element and the width detection backer: 

scanning the portion of the document with the optical element: 

analyzing information from the scanning step to identify data 
indicative of an edge of the document: 

selectively positioning the width detection backer out of the field of 

view of the optical element: and 

___ _Tho method of cla i m 9 7 addit i onal l y oompris i ng.- during the step of 
selectively positioning the width detection backer out of the field of view of the 
optical element, th e st e p of selectively positioning an additional backer in the 
field of view of the optical element 

12. (Original) The method of claim 11, additionally comprising 
the steps of: 

providing the width detection backer with a first color; and 
providing the additional backer with a second color that contrasts 
with the first color. 
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13. (Original) An apparatus for a document scanner, the 
apparatus comprising a substantially cylindrical casing having a longitudinal 
central axis and an outer surface, wherein: 

a portion of the outer surface encompassing a first segment of the 
circumference of the outer surface of the casing forms a width detection 
backer, wherein the width detection backer portion of the outer surface is 
closer to the longitudinal central axis of the casing than is another portion of 
the outer surface; and 

the width detection backer portion of the outer surface and the 
other portion of the outer surface are of contrasting colors. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the width 
detection backer portion of the outer surface of the casing is substantially flat. 

15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the width 
detection backer portion of the outer surface is substantially black, and the 
other portion of the outer surface is substantially white, 

1 6. (Currently amended) A document scanner comprising: 
an optical element having a field of view; 

a width detection backer; and 

a driver operatively connected to selectively position the width 
detection backer and the optical element relative ono anotho r to each other so 
that the width detection backer is simultaneously in the field of view of the 
optical element and out of the focal plane of the optical element. 
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17. (Currently amended) The document scanner of claim 16, 
additionally comprising a structure, wherein: 

the width detection backer is on the structure; and 
the driver is operatively connected to the structure to selectively 
position the structure so that the width detection backer simultaneously in the 
field of view of the optical element and out of the focal plane of the optical 
element, and to selectively position the structure so that an additional portion 
of the structure is in the field of view of the optical element. 

18. (Original) The document scanner of claim 17, wherein the 
width detection backer and the additional portion of the structure have 
contrasting colors. 

19. (Original) The document scanner of claim 18, wherein the 
structure comprises a substantially cylindrical casing having a longitudinal 
centra) axis and an outer surface, wherein: 

a portion of the outer surface encompassing a first segment of the 
circumference of the outer surface of the casing forms the width detection 
backer; and 

the width detection backer portion of the outer surface is closer to 
the longitudinal central axis of the casing than is another portion of the outer 
surface. 

20. (Original) The document scanner of claim 19, wherein the 
width detection backer portion of the outer surface of the casing is 
substantially flat. 
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